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Upland ginnings prior to February 1 this season contained a large proportion of high-grade, medium- 
staple cotton in the desirable micronaire and fiber strength categories, according to the Department 
of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. The White grades 31 and above comprised nearly one- 
fifth of this season's ginnings compared with less than a tenth in last season's crop. Cotton sta- 
pling 34 and longer made up three-fifths of total ginnings through January 31. This season's supply 
of cotton in the lengths 34 and longer totaled 9.8 million bales against 10.4 million a year earlier. 
Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 base range represented 84 percent of ginnings compared with 80 percent 
a year ago. Fiber strength averaged as strong - 85,000 pounds per square inch - as last season. 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to February 1 this season was 92.3 (grade 31=100) com- 
pared with 89.9 a year earlier. The percentage of total ginnings in the White grades 31 and above - 
18 percent - was twice as large as a year ago. Grade 41 accounted for 39 percent of this season's 
ginnings, up from the 35 percent in last season's ginnings. Twenty-two percent of ginnings through 
January 31 was in the Light Spotted grades, down slightly from the 23 percent last year. The Spot- 
ted and other Colored grades made up only two percent of ginnings compared with six percent a year 
ago. 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to February 1 this season was 33.3 thirty-seconds 
inches compared with 33.7 thirty-seconds in the corresponding period last season. Cotton stapling 
34 and longer represented 61 percent of total ginnings, down from the 69 percent in these medium 
and longer staples a year ago. Fifteen percent of ginnings prior to February 1 was in the two 
lengths 32 and 33 compared with 17 percent to the same date a year ago. Cotton stapling 31 and 
shorter accounted for 24 percent of ginnings, up from the 14 percent in these shorter lengths last 
season. 


The supply of upland cotton to February 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings) totaled 16.2 million 
running bales. This is 0.8 million bales larger than last season's supply to the same date. This 
season's supply of cotton in the White grades 31 and above totaled 2.6 million bales, a sharp in- 
crease from last year's supply of 1.7 million bales. Supplies of the White grades 40 and 41, com- 
bined were 6.1 million bales against 5.4 million a year earlier. This season's supply of Light 
Spotted cotton was 3.4 million bales, the same as a year ago. Spotted and other Colored grades to- 
taled 1.0 million, down from last year's supply of 1.2 million bales. The staple distribution in- 
dicates that this year's supply of cotton stapling 34 and longer totaled 9.8 million bales, down 

0.6 million bales from last season. Supplies in the lengths 33 and shorter were 6.4 million bales, 
up from the 4.9 million bales in these lengths a year earlier. 


Cotton ginned prior to February 1 this season totaled 12,375,000 running bales, according to the 
Bureau of the Gensus. This compares with 12,269,000 bales ginned prior to February 1 last season. 
Ginnings through January 31 were equivalent to over 95 percent of the indicated 1973 crop against 
93 percent a year earlier. Cotton ginned in the January 15-31 period totaled 353,000 bales com- 
pared with 390,000 bales ginned in the same two-week period last season. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to February 1 this season and last season, by states 7, 















Grade reductions 


Total reductions 
1972 1973 1972 1973 1972 


State 





HOB. o IXOw Pet. Pet. PCG Pot PCG Pet. 
North Carolina 0 alae) - 0.9 - Oral ede Red, 
South Carolina 14.3 alee) 0.6 One * rod 14.9 11.9 
Georgia Ded SS 0.6 256 be * rel 6.4 
Florida Grd 208 One 2.6 O}eal Oru! W/o) 50 
Alabama 7.9 6.5 Or2Z Ona * On Saul ee 
Mississippi UE Sin7/ 1.8 1.4 Oru Or 9.1 ie: 
Tennessee YEG) © ve G On * * 9.2 Bes 
Missouri 0 1.4 LA ORS Orns * ere ll lends 
Arkansas 4.8 SO) 0.6 Ora Ore * S45 See 
Louisiana 4.3 356 1.2 0.9 * 5.5 a5 
Oklahoma Ona ORS 220 ers 4: * = Seo ile) 
Texas ies 0.6 WO gS 9.2 * Or 178 9.9 
New Mexico 4: 1.8 8.2 SO @ia: Ou 9.7 5.5 
Arizona © lea® 6.9 SiO = Om SD) cee 
Calkinornial 4.0 See cert Ons * * Sra BisD 
Other UC 5.9 0.8 0.4 - - ee GS) 
United States 452 S20) 59 Ane: * ail Ore Ves} 





if Data for current season are preliminary. 
= Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple 7, 


January 1-31 













and Season through January 31 








Staple Code 
Grade Bales Bales Pet. Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pct. 
A (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) - 24 = 0.2 153 ALPS Ore 3.0 
eS (30) 94 37020 Chie ens 7,534 36,979 8.3 49.5 
4 (40) 2,901 5,454 246.0 33,716 25,674 BT Soe S43 
5 (50) 5,030 1,859 42.98) 12.3 33 ,605 4,369 S742 Bie 
6 (60) 1,849 75 L528 4.7 9,913 1,219 TL 0 Le 
i, (70) 509 1,414 4.3 9.3 2g576 1,973 2.8 2.6 
8 (80) 764 1,684 6.5 wel ad 1,606 1,880 1.8 2.5 
9 (90) 305 314 2.6 Pies 703 418 0.8 0.6 
10 (00) 27g 147 2.4 150 540 Lin 0.6 Ox 

Total 11,729 US, 147, 100.0 100.0 90,343 74,802 100.0 100.0 





Staple Code (32nd inches) 


40 and shorter 82 16 Ord, Oodl 166 36 O.2 * 
42 1550 SO, re Zon 3,599 4,888 4.0 Orns) 
44 10,077 I 2os 85.9 74.2 SiS} 26) 66,558 92.1 89.1 
46 20 108 Orne ORM, 3,345 S520 rei 4.4 
48 and longer - - - - - - - - 
Total 11,729 15,147 HOO. OMe OOrO 90 ,343 74,802 100.0 100.0 





Lf, Data for current season are preliminary. 
. Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to February 1, this season and last season, by states 1/ 












State 
Wpigna | United states 
1972 1973 1972 1973 1972 1973 







Readings 


Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below - O) Gal - One - * - * 

aD * Oe - Or 2 - * * Oru 
eo Ons OFS Orme 0.4 * Onl OZ ORS 
Coed, 0.9 ree 0.2 One (OS th 0.2 0.4 OFS 
2S eo 2.4 One Leer y, On2 0.6 On? Doel 
2.9 2.9 Biyi OFG Pee Orne ORS dees se 
Src) 5D 4.4 8 B70 OS 2.0 CES SEO 
Sretk eS 4.9 340 Dewi 0.9 Eno Sil, 38 
Sie © Se! 5.4 9.0 Al rewr 4.5 Seu, SO 
Seo 9.6 yet 9.0 Ore yeo eS aes) DS 
3.4 LW 7.4 14.9 les S Ses) S) eS Sie 
35 TSF.) 8.6 14.9 LORS LGe 9.4 Oye 9.2 
3.60 2te2 9.9 16.6 ORS ee ae ©) 12.0 Te 
Biel SlsO 9.7 eres 9.0 1233 12.6 gly alee 
Sc eae: ete 7.4 9.0 Ue 137.9 1S te 5 
Bio Sev Use Grew 7.0) 14.6 lle) 9.4 ORS 
4.0 Ao ciaed. SO Ee Wis a 8 ee ao 
4.1 veal 4.4 lye O Sow 8.4 SPO 5.0 a 
4.2 a0 3.4 cy Cha), Sno Zu Seo Cea 
4.3 0.4 onl Ohe2) 0.6 ZS ec 1.4 Ie 
4.4 Ore! 0.8 GZ iS 0.8 OFS OLS 0.6 
4.5 - ORS 0.4 02S Ore Orel! Oe? Ona 
4.6 - = = = O.1 S 5 = 

4.7 - ie = - O.1 = ‘ . 

4.8 a ~ 2 a * 2 * A 

4.9 - - - ~ - - - - 


5.0 and above - = = ~ 2 a = 2 


CR ee 


Total 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100 .0 100.0 100 .O 


Average mike 3.4 S16 36 S50 28 S57 Se Sale 


a 
1f Data for current season are preliminary. 


= Less than 0.05 percent. 
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